viii.]                    Francois Hannot.                      243

of Public Safety, and after this motion was passed, the Conven-
tion quietly dispersed without taking further measures.

The leaders of the Commune were much dissatisfied with
such a tame termination of their coup d'etat. They had not
only desired to procure the suppression of the Committee of
Twelve, but had hoped also that the members of that committee
and the designated twenty-two Girondins would have been
sent before the Revolutionary Tribunal. However, the Council-
general of the Commune of its own accord ordered the arrest of
Roland, Claviere, and Lebrun, The two latter, who were still
ministers, were not taken to prison, but left under the care
of a gendarme in their own houses. The " virtuous " Roland
escaped, but Madame Roland was arrested and removed to
the Abbaye On June 1 the tocsin again rang. The day was
Saturday, the one day on which the workmen in the public
workshops attended at their place of work, because it was
pay-day. No great crowd collected in the streets or around
the Tuileries. Pache reported to the Committee of Public
Safety that the citizens of the sections were fatigued with the
calumnies of the Girondins, and he was accompanied on Ms
return to the Hotel de Ville by Marat. In the Convention
JBarere at midnight proposed that the Committee of Public
Safety should be charged to draw up a report on the conduct
of the denounced Girondins.

The Commune had practically failed both on May 31 and
June 1. Hanriot in particular felt that one or two more such
failures would not only lose him his own position, but give
time to the Girondins to concoct means of defence. He was
not the disgraced lackey and convicted thief that the Girondm
writers have delighted to describe him, but was a manufacturer
m a small way in the Faubourg Saint-Antome, and had a work-
shop in which he employed some thirty workmen, close to that
of Reveillon, and in the R^veillon riot in May, 1789,1 his own
house had received some injury. Throughout the early years
of the Revolution his career had been that of a bourgeois, who,
instead of keeping quiet and thinking only of the interests of
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